5530 Eastbourne Drive 
Springfield, VA 22151 
26 April 1992 1:30am 



Mr. Harold Weisberg 
7627 Old Receiver Road 
Frederick, MD 2 1702 

Dear Mr. Weisberg: 

As a follow-up to my letter of yesterday... 

I may not be able to provide a copy of the Fox Network special as rapidly as I thought... am 
having problems with my video player used as the source for taping... not getting any audio 
output from it. ..need to have it serviced... don’t know how long it might take... if too long I can 
probably have it dubbed at my office... damn player is only five months old... 

I picked up copes of Zirbel’s and Livingstone’s books yesterday per your comments. 

Re. Zirbel’s The Texas Connection.. .it’s provocative if nothing else.. .not well documented... in 
fact, pretty poorly so... he seems to rely on wisps of information, inferences, and vague 
references to the proverbial They... a characteristic all too familiar from attorneys who should 
know better... actually now that I’ve written that comment it occurs to me that these guys aren’t 
historians as such and don’t apply the scientific method to their writings... so perhaps this is as 
good as we can expect from them... I found his level of specificity and attention to detail 
somewhat disconcerting given his assertion that from the time he was able to read, {he} has 
read, studied, and reread, almost every significant book, article, or newspaper account dealing 
with the Kennedy assassination... also the suggestion that this was an eleven year effort layered 
on top of twenty-five years of study is misleading given the level of documentation... however, 
to his credit the theory is as good as any of the others and perhaps in an historical sense better 
than most... certainly LBJ and/or his friends had the motive, means, and opportunity but beyond 
that I wouldn’t want to venture without some serious work... as I was scanning the book I must 
admit that I was tantalized by the concept of the Right Hand Man... at first blush, your proofs 
of whitewash coupled with the concept of control from the top (LBJ) would seem to have 
some merit for further exploration... I would be very interested in your thoughts regarding the 
concepts expressed in the book expressly divorced from the issues of proof and documentation 
offered therein... the lack of documentation given the declared work effort is disturbing... but in 
a strange way the concept has a degree of elegance. 




WHAT FOLLOWS IS A PERSONAL SPECULATION... One thing that struck me when going 
through the book... if Oswald was a patsy (which I believe) AND if he did tire from the TSBD 
that day (of which I’m not certain) AND if he intended to miss as Zirbel suggests... he 
could/would have seen Kennedy’s head explode or at least would have realized that somebody 
else was shooting... imagine the mental and psychological shock that would occurred when 
Oswald realized that Kennedy had been actually shot by someone else when he (Oswald) was 
simultaneously shooting to miss... it would have been traumatic in the extreme. ..and at those 
points of extreme trauma often comes crystallized thinking. . .Oswald could have instantly realized 
that he had been setup and cornered... the fight or flight instinct would have immediately been 
triggered... Oswald chose flight without thinking thereby creating his meanderings during the 
immediate post-assassination period... the same situation could have occurred when ne was 
confronted (if he was) by Tippitt. . .if Tippitt exited the car AND started to draw his service 
revolver Oswald might then have instinctively chosen to fight vice flee therein beating Tippitt to 
the draw... 

Admittedly a lot of ifs and a host of unresolved issues... but it is intriguing. 

I haven’t gotten into Livingstone’s book. I also picked up a book on Ruby by Seth Kantor titled 
The Ruby Cover-Up . . .it appears that it might be a reprint of his earlier book under different title. 

Well, I’ve wasted enough of your time with these ramblings. Regards to Mrs. Weisberg. 



Sincerely, 




John W. Masland 




